
Page 1   Healthy Farming and Environment Reference Guide

LANDHOLDER SERIES - PROPERTY PLANNING GUIDE
HEALTHY FARMING & ENVIRONMENT REFERENCE GUIDE

 

LANDHOLDER SERIES
PROPERTY PLANNING GUIDE

 

HEALTHY FARMING & ENVIRONMENT 
REFERENCE GUIDE

Sharing knowledge, building  
partnerships and supporting  
healthy and productive landscapes.

NRM South

313 Macquarie Street (PO Box 425) 

South Hobart Tasmania 7004

Tel: 03 6221 6111 Fax: 03 6221 6166 

Web: www.nrmsouth.org.au

         www.twitter.com/nrmsouth 

         www.facebook.com/nrmsouthtas 

         www.youtube.com/nrmsouth



Page 2   Healthy Farming and Environment Reference Guide

LANDHOLDER SERIES - PROPERTY PLANNING GUIDE
HEALTHY FARMING & ENVIRONMENT REFERENCE GUIDE

Cotching B. 2009. Soil health. For Farming in Tasmania. Bill Cotching

Drainage Information Package, Bastick CH and Cotching WEDPIF Tasmania 1996.

Jacobsen C, Keith K, Kamel T, 1992, Understanding Soil Ecosystem Relationships, Dept of Primary Industries, Queensland Government.

McDonald D, Rodgers D, 2010, Soils Alive! Understanding and Managing Soil Biology on Tasmanian Farm. Dept of Primary Industries, Tasmanian 
Government

Bill Cotching’s website on soil health research: 
http://www.billcotching.com/soilhealthresearch.htm

Link to soil health management plan: http://vro.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/soilhealth_mgt_plan

Healthy Soils Australia (HSA) is a not for profit volunteer organisation concerned with reconnecting healthy soil and human health: http://www.
healthysoils.com.au/index.html

This website can be a useful tool in understanding soil health, compare your soil data and examine soil relationships: 
www.soilquality.org.au

Soil care is an organisation with some great resources on soil health and soil function and includes the soil health assessment guide for farmers  
‘The Soil Health Card’:  http://www.soilcare.org/

Soils for Life Program is a Registered Environmental Organisation with the principal purpose of enhancing Australia’s natural environment with a focus 
on the Australian rural landscape. The website contains a wealth of information on managing soils: http://www.soilsforlife.org.au/

The Soil Atlas 2015 presents global facts and figures about earth, land and fields: http://globalsoilweek.org/soilatlas-2015

If you want to measure the in-field microbial activity on your property have a look at: www.microbesmart.com.au

Grose C.J. (Ed) 1999, Land Capability Handbook. Guidelines for the Classification of Agricultural Land in Tasmania. Second Edition, Department of 
Primary Industries, Water and Environment, Tasmania, Australia

Ralph C. Heath. 2004. Basic Ground-Water Hydrology. University of North Carolina.

How to Avoid Dam Construction Failures DPI – Victoria: http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/agriculture-and-food/farm-management/soil-and-water/water/
farm-water-solutions/how-much-water-is-available/how-to-avoid-dam-construction-failures

FarmPoint - best water management practices on farms: http://www.farmpoint.tas.gov.au/farmpoint.nsf/Water/
EB0363AD4D376B11CA2572EC007DEED3

National Guidelines for Water Quality DPIPWE: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/water/water-monitoring-and-assessment/water-monitoring/surface-water-
quality/water-quality-guidelines 

SOIL & WATER MANAGEMENT

PASTURE & GRAZING
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board, 2011. Best practice land management guidelines for small grazing properties:  
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au

MLA and pasture management: http://www.mla.com.au/Livestock-production/Grazing-and-pasture-management

MLA and how to use a pasture ruler factsheet: http://www.mla.com.au/News-and-resources/Publication-details?pubid=1879

www.evergraze.com.au

http://www.savoryinstitute.com/

NRM South’s guide to planned grazing: http://www.nrmsouth.org.au 

http://regenag.com/web/

How to improve pasture palatability: http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/animal-industries/dairy/feed-and-nutrition/feed-requirements-and-forage-quality

Native grasslands and their management: http://www.stipa.com.au/

Perennial forage shrubs providing profitable and sustainable grazing. Key practical findings from the ENRICH projects. Future Farm Industries CRC: www.
futurefarmonline.com.au

This guide provides a list of detailed references for land owners and land managers and also supports 
NRM South’s Land Holder Series fact sheets and guides.
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Julius Ruechel ‘Grass Fed Cattle: How to Produce and Market Natural Beef’ (Storey Publishing 2006). Really well written, comprehensive guide (Reuchel 
is based in Yukon Territory, Canada).

GRAZING NATIVE PASTURES IN TASMANIA. Managing kangaroo grass pastures. Land, Water & Wool (LWW) is a joint investment between the wool 
industries’: http://www.wool.com/Content/en-GB/lww_Veg_Grazing-native-pastures-kangaroo-grass1.pdf

Lane P, Morris D, Shannon G, Common grasses of Tasmania: an agriculturalists’ guide. Tasmanian Environment Centre Inc, Hobart. 

Lamp CA,  Forbes SJ,  Cade JW, 2001, Grasses of Temperate Australia A Field Guide Revised Edition, Bloomings Books

Knox J. 2009. The glove-box guide to grass and legume identification in Tasmanian pastures. DPIPWE

Mokany K, Friend D, Kirkpatrick J and Gilfedder L, Managing Tasmanian Native Pastures - a technical guide for graziers

Native grasses guide and fact sheet: 
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/publications/ljem-6sa3ht?open

Glove Box guide to pasture grasses and legumes:

http://www.nrmnorth.org.au/client-assets/documents/small-farm-living/Soil%20Pasture%20Health/Pasture/Glove%20-box%20guide%20to%20
grass%20and%20legumes.pdf

Using indicator species as a guide for managing Tasmanian native pastures – poster, Land, Water & Wool (LWW)

Tasmanian Pasture and Forage Pests. Identification, biology and control:  
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Pasture-Pests-Book-final.pdf

LIVESTOCK AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) information including Property Identification Code (PIC): 
1300 368 550 or visit http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/animal-industries/identifying-selling-moving-livestock/about-livestock-identification

Reporting signs of emergency animal disease: DPIPWE hotline number 1800 675 888

Information on animal welfare guidelines and snapshot guides for most domesticated animals: www.farmpoint.tas.gov.au

Sheep Connect Tasmania website - Newsletters, producer case studies, disease factsheets, and upcoming events: 
http://www.tia.tas.edu.au/centres/extensive-agriculture-centre/d-and-e/development-and-extension/sheepconnect/

http://sheepconnecttas.com.au/disease-factsheets/

Meat and livestock Australia: http://www.mla.com.au/

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/

http://www.livestockwelfare.com/

Dry Sheep Equivalents for comparing different classes of livestock: 
www.agronomy.com.au/download/dseratings.pdf

MLA rainfall to pasture growth outlook tool: 
http://www.mla.com.au/News-and-resources/Tools-and-calculators/Rainfall-to-pasture-growth-outlook-tool

Pastures from space: 
http://www.pasturesfromspace.csiro.au/map/pgr_mapservice.asp

http://www.makingmorefromsheep.com.au/

BIOLOGICAL AND ORGANIC FARMING & PERMACULTURE
Sustainable Living Tasmania has a great library resource including information on permaculture and organic farming: 
http://www.sustainablelivingtasmania.org.au/

http://permaculture.com.au/online/

Organic crop protectants: http://www.ocp.com.au/

Organic livestock production & marketing. Robyn Neeson Organic Farming Liaison Officer, Farming Systems Research. Yanco: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

Zimmer GF. The Biological Farmer: A complete guide to the sustainable & profitable biological system of farming.

Zimmer GF, Zimmer-Durand L. Advancing Biological Farming: practicing mineralized balanced agriculture to improve soils and crops.

Brunett J. The Farm as Ecosystem: Tapping Natures reservoir – biology, geology, diversity.

Norton D, Reid N. 2013. Nature and farming. Sustainable Native Biodiversity in Agricultural Landscapes. CSIRO.
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REVEGETATION, CARBON FARMING & AGROFORESTRY
Private Forests Tasmania provide support to land owners to establish and manage forests on private land and have a wealth of information on their 
website including factsheets and tool kits: http://www.pft.tas.gov.au/ 

This easy to navigate web site aims to help landowners learn more about carbon farming and the Emissions Reduction Fund: 
http://www.mycfi.com.au/

Carbon Farmers Of Australia: http://www.carbonfarmersofaustralia.com.au/About/what-is-carbon-farming

Agroforestry - Rowan Reid’s Master Tree Grower publications: http://www.agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=publications

A ‘how to’ guide for establishing native plants from seed or seedlings: 
http://nrmonline.nrm.gov.au/downloads/mql:1550/content

Revegetation guide from Greening Australia: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cpp/Revegetation.pdf

A Revegetation Guide for Eucalypt Woodlands. Publication available from Greening Australia 

Guide to planting shelterbelts: 
http://egln.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Practical-guides-shelterbelt.pdf

Long-stem Planting Guide:  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/grants/longstemguide.pdf

BUSINESS PLANNING & MARKETING
Enterprise Connect: www.enterpriseconnect.gov.au

Business Tasmania: www.business.tas.gov.au

Business Mentor Services Tasmania: www.mentors.org.au

Tasmanian Small Business Mentor Service: www.coachestuff.com

Local Business Enterprise Centres: http://www.becaustralia.org.au/

The Huon Sirolli Network: www.huonsirolli.org or contact Lesley Kirby the Huon Sirolli Enterprise Facilitator on 0438 503 528 lesley@huonsirolli.org

SPROUT: http://www.sprout.org.au/

Please contact your local council for information on local producer groups in your area

WEEDS, PESTS & DISEASE MANAGEMENT 

The DPIPWE website provides a wealth of information on weeds including management options and plans, follow the tabs on invasive species and the 
weed index: http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au

An Australian Weeds Committee National Initiative: http://www.weeds.org.au/

DPIPWE - Guidelines for Safe and effective Herbicide Use Near Waterways: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/HerbicideGuidelines.pdf

IWM – Integrated Weed Management: http://www.csiro.au/outcomes/food-and-agriculture/iwm

Weeds Of National Significance http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS /

Washdown Guidelines for Weed and Disease Control - Edition 1 downloadable from: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Washdown-Guidelines-Edition-1.pdf
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Southern Tasmanian Weed Strategy 2005 -10 and other regional weed information can be downloaded from: http://stca.tas.gov.au/weeds/downloads/

Huon Valley Council Weed Management Strategy 2013-2018: 

http://www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/Huon%20Valley%20Weed%20Management%20Strategy%20January%202013%20-%20
FINAL%20DRAFT-1.pdf

Channel Weed Management Strategy: http://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/final_Channel_Weed_Management_Strategy.pdf

Glamorgan/Spring Bay Council Weed Management Strategy: 
http://www.gsbc.tas.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/GSB_Weed_Management_Plan_2008_-_2013_Version_2.pdf

Clarence Council Weed Strategy: 
http://www.ccc.tas.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/DRAFT-Clarence_Weed_Strategy_2014-2029%20.pdf

Richardson FR, Richardson FG, Shepherd RCH. 2011. Weeds of the South-East: An Identification Guide for Australia. RG and FJ Richardson.

Blood K. 2003. Environmental Weeds: A Field Guide for SE Australia. Bloomings Books. 

Hyde-Wyatt BH, Morris DI. 2011. Tasmanian Weed Handbook: A Guide to the identification of the main weeds of crops and pastures in Tasmania. 
Department of Agriculture Tasmania.

Moore J, Wheeler J. Southern Weeds & their Control. Department of Agriculture and Food.

Biological control of weeds:  
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/348055/bpmg-biocontrol-release-establishment.pdf

http://www.tia.tas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/373568/Biological-Control-of-Weeds.pdf

Fixed point photography guide: http://www.nrmsouth.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Photo-Monitoring-Fact-Sheet-NRM-South.pdf

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity

http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/

Livestock Biosecurity Network: http://www.lbn.org.au/regional-officers/tasmania/

Washdown Guidelines for Weed and Disease Control - Edition 1 downloadable from: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Washdown-Guidelines-Edition-1.pdf

Keeping it Clean Manual: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/15130802_52keepingitcleanspreadswe.pdf

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT 

Traveller’s Guide to Tasmanian Quarantine - What You Can and Can’t Bring into Tasmania:  
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity/quarantine-tasmania/what-you-can-cant-bring-into-tasmania

Feral animals of Tasmania - how you can help control the State’s worst pest animal species (2008): http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Feral-Deck_Feral-
Animals-of-Tasmania.pdf

Inland Fisheries Services: Reporting Phone: 1300 463 474 Info: http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/

Invasive species management in Tasmania: www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasivespecies

Reporting potential fox sightings: Invasive species hotline 1300 369 688 

Information on pest species and Pestsmart Toolkit: http://www.feral.org.au/

Living with Kangaroos and Wallabies, Wallaby Proof Fencing, Monitoring and Measuring Pasture Losses to Wildlife, Property based management planning: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/living-with-wildlife/living-with-kangaroos-and-wallabies

Resource Planning and Development Commission 2003, State of the Environment Tasmania 2003, State of the Environment Unit, Resource Planning and 
Development Commission, Tasmania.

Tasmanian Planning Commission 2009, State of the Environment Report: Tasmania 2009, Tasmanian Planning Commission, Tasmania.
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WETLANDS & WATERWAYS

Price P, Lovett S. 1999. Riparian Land Management Technical Guidelines. Volume One: Principles of Sound Management. LWRRDC.

Price P, Lovett S. 1999. Riparian Land Management Technical Guidelines. Volume Two: On-ground Management Tools and Techniques. LWRRDC.

Riparian factsheets kit: http://lwa.gov.au/files/products/river-landscapes/

http://www.derwentestuary.org.au/stormwater-factsheets

Australian River Restoration Centre:  http://arrc.com.au/

River Styles web page http://www.riverstyles.com/

Geomorphology and River Management: Applications of the River Styles Framework. Available from http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/

Wetlands and Waterways Works Manual: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/flora-of-tasmania/tasmanian-vegetation-types/about-tasmanias-wetlands/
wetlands-waterways-works-manual

Guidelines for planning river care projects in Tasmania: http://nrmonline.nrm.gov.au/downloads/mql:623/content

Forestry Planning approvals http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/

A guide to managing stock around waterways including livestock fencing:  
Jansen A, Nicolson B, Askey-Doran M, Lovett S, Price P, Dean J. 2007. Managing rivers and streams in Tasmania: A woolgrowers guide. LWRRDC. Link to 
download: http://lwa.gov.au/files/products/land-water-and-wool/px071295/px071295.pdf

Wright D, Jacobson, T. 2000. Managing streamsides: stock control, fencing & watering options. 
Link to download: http://lwa.gov.au/files/products/river-landscapes/pr061132/pr061132.pdf

Tasmanian case study on gully restoration- Trees on Farms: http://www.rmcg.com.au

Glazik R, Askey-Doran M. 2004. Tasmanian Streambank Plants: a guide to common plants along streams. DPIPWE

Long-stem Planting Guide: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/grants/longstemguide.pdf

Brock M. 1997. Are there seeds in your wetland? Assessing wetland vegetation. LWRRDC and UNE.

Willows Management Guide http://www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/willows/docs/Willows_fore_pages.pdf 
Tasmanian Platypus Management Plan 2010: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/animals-oftasmania/mammals/echidnas-and-platypus/platypus/platypus-management-plan

D’Entrecasteaux report: http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/internnsf/Attachments/TPRY-6DT3CY/$FILE/Land_Cap_Report_DEntrecasteaux.pdf

WILDLIFE AND BUSH MANAGEMENT

Tasmanian Bushcare Toolkit: a guide to managing and conserving the bushland on your property: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/conservation-
on-private-land/bush-information-management/tasmanian-bushcare-toolkit

Harris, S and Kitchener, A (2005). From Forest to Fjaeldmark: Descriptions of Tasmania’s Vegetation. Department of Primary Industries, Water and 
Environment, Printing Authority of Tasmania. Hobart

Guidelines for development in bushfire prone areas of Tasmania:  
http://www.fire.tas.gov.au/publications/Bush_Guide.pdf

Private Land Conservation Program: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/conservation-on-private-land/private-land-conservation-program/protected-
areas-on-private-land

Tasmanian Environmental Legislation, Part 4: Forestry and Vegetation: http://www.tfga.com.au/index.php/download_file/view/119/218/Content_Part04.
pdf?file=Content_Part04.pdf

FPA Information on land clearing controls in Tasmania: http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/58121/Land_clearing_information_
sheet_2013.pdf
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Supplementary information can be found on other threatened species factsheets in this series on mammals and birds and managing bushland for 
woodland birds: www.nrmsouth.org.au

THREATENED SPECIES LINK 
The Threatened Species Link is a new easy-to-use website providing management and conservation advice on Tasmania’s threatened species. You can 
find out which species might be on your land, and how to plan around their management and conservation needs: www.threatenedspecieslink.tas.gov.au

Save the Tassie devil program. To report sightings send a message (and a photo if possible) to 0427 733 511 or for more information on the program 
visit: http://www.tassiedevil.com.au/tasdevil.nsf

2000. Threatened Species Strategy for Tasmania. Threatened Species Unit, DPIPWE: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/threatspstrat.pdf 
Carrying capacity

Barnes R, Mc Coull C. 2002. A Land Managers Guide for Assessing and Monitoring the Health of Tasmania’s Forested Bush. DPIPWE.  Downloadable from:  
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Nature-Conservation-Report-02-02.pdf

Link to Tasveg benchmarks – the recognised standard in measuring the health of different types of native vegetation: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/
development-planning-conservation-assessment/tools/monitoring-and-mapping-tasmanias-vegetation-(tasveg)/vegetation-monitoring-in-tasmania

Tasmanian Bushcare Toolkit. A guide to managing and conserving the bushland on your property: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/conservation-on-
private-land/bush-information-management/tasmanian-bushcare-toolkit

LIVING WITH WILDLIFE – Eagles & Hawks: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/living-with-wildlife/living-with-eagles-and-hawks

LIVING WITH WILDLIFE - Tasmanian devils and quolls: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/living-with-wildlife/living-with-tasmanian-devils-and-
quolls

Birds in Backyards: www.birdsinbackyards.net/

NRM SOUTH FACT SHEETS 

FIELD GUIDES & SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

Link to details of the Tasmanian Herbarium, useful resource for getting plants identified (photos and / or specimens): http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/
collections_and_research/tasmanian_herbarium

Identification / Guide Books & fold outs: A Guide to Flowers and Plants of Tasmania - Launceston Field Naturalists Club. Fourth Edition. 

Howells C. 2012. Tasmania’s Natural Flora. Australian Plants Society Tasmania Inc.

Wiltshire R, Jordan G. 2009. TreeFlip: Life-Sized Guide to the Trees of Tasmania. School of Plant Science, University of Tasmania, and the CRC for Forestry.

Wiltshire R, Potts B. 2007. EucaFlip: Life-Sized Guide to the Eucalypts of Tasmania. School of Plant Science, University of Tasmania, and the CRC for 
Forestry.

Link to details on the natural Values Atlas: http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/webpages/ljem-6tv6tv

OTHER RELEVANT ORGANISATIONS & PROGRAMS

Ag Institute Australia: http://www.aginstitute.org.au/

Australasian Bat Society: http://ausbats.org.au/

BirdLife Australia – Tasmania: http://www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-tasmania

Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary: http://bonorong.com.au/

Bureau of Meteorology: http://www.bom.gov.au/tas

Cradle Coast NRM: http://www.cradlecoastnrm.com/

Department of Agriculture and Food - Western Australia (resources for small land owners): http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_92609.html

Department of Land Water and Environment - Victoria (resources for small land owners): http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/home
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Department of Primary Industries Water and Environment - Tasmania: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/

 Parks & Wildlife Service: http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/

 WildCare Tasmania: http://wildcaretas.org.au/

 The List is the States publically available mapping resource: http://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map

 The Natural Values Atlas 2014: http://www.naturalvaluesatlas.tas.gov.au

Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) of Tasmania: http://www.epa.tas.gov.au

Environment Tasmania:  www.et.org.au/

Fruit Growers Tasmania: http://www.fruitgrowerstas.com.au/

Greening Australia: http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies: http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/

Land and Water Australia:  http://lwa.gov.au/programs/native-vegetation-and-biodiversity-program”http://lwa.gov.au

Landcare Tasmania: http://www.landcaretas.org.au/

National Farmers Federation: http://www.nff.org.au

NRM North (great Small Farm Living section): http://www.nrmnorth.org.au/

Raptor and Wildlife Rescue of Tasmania Inc: http://www.raptorrefuge.com.au/

Red Map - a community monitoring site for recording uncommon marine species: http://www.redmap.org.au/

School of Agricultural Science (UTAS): http://www.set.utas.edu.au/agricultural-science

Southern Coast Care Association of Tasmania: http://www.scat.org.au/

Tasmanian Conservation Trust: http://www.tct.org.au/

Tasmanian Farmers & Graziers Association: http://www.tfga.com.au/

Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club: http://www.tasfieldnats.org.au/

Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture: http://www.utas.edu.au/tia

Tasmanian Land Conservancy: http://www.tasland.org.au/

TasWater: http://www.taswater.com.au/

The Australian Plants Society – Tasmania: http://www.apstas.com/

The D’Entrecasteaux & Huon Collaboration: http://www.ourwaterway.com.au/

The Derwent Estuary Program: http://www.derwentestuary.org.au/

The Environmental Law Handbook 2013: http://www.edohandbook.org/doku.php

Threatened Plants Tasmania: http://tpt.org.au/tpt_project/index.php

Understorey Network:  http://www.understorey-network.org.au/

This guide is supported by funding from the Australian Government  
and has been developed by NRM South.

DISCLAIMER

This guide is designed as an aid to property planning, users of this  
guide must consider their own personal circumstances and seek  
further advice as appropriate.

Information in this guide will be reviewed and updated  
on a regular basis.

March 2015


