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SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER

Sooty Oystercatchers are very similar in
appearance to the closely-related Pied
Oystercatcher. They bodies are entirely
black, with a long red bill, red eye and
legs. Juveniles are duller in colouring,
their legs are grey and their bill is
brownish-red bill with a dark tip. Sooty
Oystercatchers predominantly breed on
rocky foreshores and on islands around
the Tasmanian coast, and join roosting Pied
Oystercatchers during the Winter months.

Images © Eric J Woehler
Species identification text courtesy of BirdLife Tasmania.
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AUSTRALIAN PIED
OYSTERCATCHER

Australian Pied Oystercatchers are a
medium-sized shorebird with a black
head, chest and wings, and a white belly.
Their long bill is an orange-red and their
eyes and legs are red. Males and females
are similar in appearance. Juveniles
have a brownish-red bill with a dark tip,
brown eyes and their legs are grey rather
than red; young birds have speckled
wing feathers. Pied Oystercatchers are
predominantly coastal birds that are
present year-round, and are also found

in coastal lagoons, saltmarshes and
estuaries around Tasmania.
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= FAIRY TERN

Fairy Terns are very small seabirds that
nest on sandy beaches around Tasmania.
They have a white forehead with a black
crown and a black stripe that ends at the
eye. They have a yellow-orange bill, the
wings are a silvery grey and their very
short legs are dull orange. During the
breeding season, adults are often seen
carrying a fish to the nest to feed their
partner or their chicks. In flight, the tail
can appear forked. Males and females are
similar in appearance. Juveniles have a
sooty-grey cap and their bills are a dull
orange-grey to black in colour.

LITTLE TERN

Little Terns are very similar in appearance
to Fairy Terns, with a black crown and

a black stripe that extends past the eye

to the base of the bill. They have a white
forehead and a yellow bill, and as with
Fairy Terns, their wings are a silvery

grey and their very short legs are dull
orange. Males and females are similar in
appearance. During the breeding season,
adults are often seen carrying a fish to the
nest to feed their partner or their chicks. In
flight, the tail can appear forked. Juveniles
have a sooty-grey cap and their bills are a
dull orange-grey to black in colour.
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SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER

Sooty Oystercatchers are very similar in
appearance to the closely-related Pied
Oystercatcher. They bodies are entirely
black, with a long red bill, red eye and
legs. Juveniles are duller in colouring,
their legs are grey and their bill is
brownish-red bill with a dark tip. Sooty
Oystercatchers predominantly breed on
rocky foreshores and on islands around
the Tasmanian coast, and join roosting Pied
Oystercatchers during the Winter months.

Images © Eric J Woehler
Species identification text courtesy of BirdLife Tasmania.
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AUSTRALIAN PIED
OYSTERCATCHER

Australian Pied Oystercatchers are a
medium-sized shorebird with a black
head, chest and wings, and a white belly.
Their long bill is an orange-red and their
eyes and legs are red. Males and females
are similar in appearance. Juveniles
have a brownish-red bill with a dark tip,
brown eyes and their legs are grey rather
than red; young birds have speckled
wing feathers. Pied Oystercatchers are
predominantly coastal birds that are
present year-round, and are also found

in coastal lagoons, saltmarshes and
estuaries around Tasmania.
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LITTLE TERN

Little Terns are very similar in appearance
to Fairy Terns, with a black crown and

a black stripe that extends past the eye

to the base of the bill. They have a white
forehead and a yellow bill, and as with
Fairy Terns, their wings are a silvery

grey and their very short legs are dull
orange. Males and females are similar in
appearance. During the breeding season,
adults are often seen carrying a fish to the
nest to feed their partner or their chicks. In
flight, the tail can appear forked. Juveniles
have a sooty-grey cap and their bills are a
dull orange-grey to black in colour.
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FAIRY TERN

Fairy Terns are very small seabirds that
nest on sandy beaches around Tasmania.
They have a white forehead with a black
crown and a black stripe that ends at the
eye. They have a yellow-orange bill, the
wings are a silvery grey and their very
short legs are dull orange. During the
breeding season, adults are often seen
carrying a fish to the nest to feed their
partner or their chicks. In flight, the tail
can appear forked. Males and females are
similar in appearance. Juveniles have a
sooty-grey cap and their bills are a dull
orange-grey to black in colour.
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SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER

Sooty Oystercatchers are very similar in
appearance to the closely-related Pied
Oystercatcher. They bodies are entirely
black, with a long red bill, red eye and
legs. Juveniles are duller in colouring,
their legs are grey and their bill is
brownish-red bill with a dark tip. Sooty
Oystercatchers predominantly breed on
rocky foreshores and on islands around
the Tasmanian coast, and join roosting Pied
Oystercatchers during the Winter months.

Images © Eric J Woehler
Species identification text courtesy of BirdLife Tasmania.
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AUSTRALIAN PIED
OYSTERCATCHER

Australian Pied Oystercatchers are a
medium-sized shorebird with a black
head, chest and wings, and a white belly.
Their long bill is an orange-red and their
eyes and legs are red. Males and females
are similar in appearance. Juveniles
have a brownish-red bill with a dark tip,
brown eyes and their legs are grey rather
than red; young birds have speckled
wing feathers. Pied Oystercatchers are
predominantly coastal birds that are
present year-round, and are also found

in coastal lagoons, saltmarshes and
estuaries around Tasmania.
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FAIRY TERN

Fairy Terns are very small seabirds that
nest on sandy beaches around Tasmania.
They have a white forehead with a black
crown and a black stripe that ends at the
eye. They have a yellow-orange bill, the
wings are a silvery grey and their very
short legs are dull orange. During the
breeding season, adults are often seen
carrying a fish to the nest to feed their
partner or their chicks. In flight, the tail
can appear forked. Males and females are
similar in appearance. Juveniles have a
sooty-grey cap and their bills are a dull
orange-grey to black in colour.

LITTLE TERN

Little Terns are very similar in appearance
to Fairy Terns, with a black crown and

a black stripe that extends past the eye

to the base of the bill. They have a white
forehead and a yellow bill, and as with
Fairy Terns, their wings are a silvery

grey and their very short legs are dull
orange. Males and females are similar in
appearance. During the breeding season,
adults are often seen carrying a fish to the
nest to feed their partner or their chicks. In
flight, the tail can appear forked. Juveniles
have a sooty-grey cap and their bills are a
dull orange-grey to black in colour.
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SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER

Sooty Oystercatchers are very similar in
appearance to the closely-related Pied
Oystercatcher. They bodies are entirely
black, with a long red bill, red eye and
legs. Juveniles are duller in colouring,
their legs are grey and their bill is
brownish-red bill with a dark tip. Sooty
Oystercatchers predominantly breed on
rocky foreshores and on islands around
the Tasmanian coast, and join roosting Pied
Oystercatchers during the Winter months.

Images © Eric J Woehler

Species identification text courtesy of BirdLife Tasmania.
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AUSTRALIAN PIED
OYSTERCATCHER

Australian Pied Oystercatchers are a
medium-sized shorebird with a black
head, chest and wings, and a white belly.
Their long bill is an orange-red and their
eyes and legs are red. Males and females
are similar in appearance. Juveniles
have a brownish-red bill with a dark tip,
brown eyes and their legs are grey rather
than red; young birds have speckled
wing feathers. Pied Oystercatchers are
predominantly coastal birds that are
present year-round, and are also found

in coastal lagoons, saltmarshes and
estuaries around Tasmania.
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LITTLE TERN

Little Terns are very similar in appearance
to Fairy Terns, with a black crown and

a black stripe that extends past the eye

to the base of the bill. They have a white
forehead and a yellow bill, and as with
Fairy Terns, their wings are a silvery

grey and their very short legs are dull
orange. Males and females are similar in
appearance. During the breeding season,
adults are often seen carrying a fish to the
nest to feed their partner or their chicks. In
flight, the tail can appear forked. Juveniles
have a sooty-grey cap and their bills are a
dull orange-grey to black in colour.
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FAIRY TERN

Fairy Terns are very small seabirds that
nest on sandy beaches around Tasmania.
They have a white forehead with a black
crown and a black stripe that ends at the
eye. They have a yellow-orange bill, the
wings are a silvery grey and their very
short legs are dull orange. During the
breeding season, adults are often seen
carrying a fish to the nest to feed their
partner or their chicks. In flight, the tail
can appear forked. Males and females are
similar in appearance. Juveniles have a
sooty-grey cap and their bills are a dull
orange-grey to black in colour.
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